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A group of 21 protesters lay 
down in the middle of the Oval 
Wednesday afternoon, taking a 
stand against hate in Montana. 
John Blake, co-founder of The 
University of Montana chapter 
of Montana Equality Now, said 
MEN organized the protest in 
response to hate crimes against 
the lesbian, gay, transgender and 
bisexual community. v
“We’re hoping to draw peo-
ple’s attention to the correlation 
between the political discourse of 
a group and the social discourse 
of a group and how that relates to 
safety,” he said.
Blake said he hoped to gain 
the attention of Jim Messina, 
White House deputy chief of 
staff, who was visiting campus to 
give a lecture on law and politics. 
Blake said he wanted to ask Mes-
sina for real political change, in-
stead of just statements support-
ing the LGTB community. 
The repeal of the Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell policy failed in the Sen-
ate and Blake said that doesn’t 
A day ahead of Thursday’s 
vote to confirm his contract as 
The University of Montana’s 
17th president, Royce Engstrom 
attended the state Board of Re-
gents meeting held at Montana 
Tech in Butte. 
“I’m anxious to hear the of-
ficial outcome,” Engstrom said 
during a break in the daylong 
meeting, though he noted he 
was feeling “optimistic” about 
the vote.
Board Chair Clay Christian 
thanked the 20-member presi-
Sometimes, if you show up 
to your political science class, 
you can get your questions 
about domestic policy an-
swered in person by a White 
House official.
Public Leadership Seminar– 
Political Science 391–is the only 
course in Missoula currently 
taught by Mayor John Engen, 
and yesterday his friend Jim 
Messina, White House deputy 
chief, stopped by to talk about 
his job. 
Messina graduated from 
The University of Montana in 
1993 and got his start in politics 
running campaigns in Mon-
tana.
After working on Sen. Max 
Baucus’ campaign, Messina got 
the attention of then-Senator 
Barack Obama. He now works 
41 feet from the Oval Office. 
“I’ve measured it,” he said. 
“That’s what you do when 
you’re a kid from Montana 
who gets his dream job.”
Messina has more than 
a decade of experience run-
ning political campaigns. He 
remembers volunteering for 
Protesters lie down to stand up against hate
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Martina Allen (front) and other protesters play dead in the center of the Oval Wednesday afternoon, signifying the number of hate crimes in Montana last year. See PROTEST, page 3
Regents meet ahead of Engstrom vote White House official visits UM
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dential search committee for 
their hours of meetings and 
thousands of pages they sifted 
through during their seven-
month search.
“It had some interesting 
turns to navigate, [but] the 
committee very thoughtfully 
laid out a process and followed 
it,” he said. “I’m very proud of 
the work we did.”
Despite ending with only 
one candidate, Christian was 
optimistic.
“I’m very proud that we have 
the opportunity to hire an internal 
candidate, and I think that’s some-
thing to be proud of,” he said.
If confirmed tomorrow, Eng-
strom will begin his term on 
Oct. 15.
While Thursday’s vote is 
undisputedly the most antici-
pated moment of the two-day 
meeting, the regents had other 
matters to discuss.
According to Associate 
Commissioner of Higher Edu-
cation Tyler Trevor, nearly 15 
percent of post-secondary stu-
dents in Montana will transfer 
to another school in the state 
during their course of study.
In conjunction with this sta-
tistic, Deputy Commissioner 
The Montana Kaimin, in its 113th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
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Where did they get this 
construction...the toilet store?
EDITORIAL
by Joe Pavlish,  News Editor
Montana Kaimin
Thursday,  September 23, 2010OPINION2
It’s Wednesday morning, and I’m sitting in my intro to 
Latin class with a growing headache. “The conjugation of ‘to 
be’ is — hammer, drill — in the — screech, bang — declen-
sion.” It’s hard enough to learn a language nobody speaks. It’s 
near impossible with the hammer and drill orchestra playing 
across the hall.
Construction on the bathrooms in the Liberal Arts Build-
ing, home to entry-level languages and general education re-
quirements, has been distracting classes all semester.
Meanwhile, the only bathrooms available on each floor 
have one perpetually occupied toilet each. So, I can either 
stand outside, looking like an idiot in the waft, or I can hold it. 
An hour’s not that long, right?
According to contractor and project manager Marc Umile, 
the bathrooms in LA did not meet Americans with Disabili-
ties Act requirements, so The University of Montana is mak-
ing upgrades. Umile said the construction started in the last 
week of July and is supposed to finish 90 days later, or the last 
week of October.
Umile said the project is not running longer than anticipat-
ed, and, in fact, he hopes the bathrooms are ready for students 
in mid-October.
UM’s spring semester got out May 10, and summer session 
started May 26. That’s more than two weeks with no students 
in classes that Umile could have had to start the project, fol-
lowed by a whole summer with less than 5,000 students on 
campus, compared to about 15,000 students during the semes-
ter, to finish the job.
This begs the age-old question: “If a toilet is hammered, 
and nobody is around to hear it, does it still make a sound?” 
Well, I don’t really care, because it wouldn’t be disrupting my 
Latin class, which, by the way, is costing me more than $200 
per credit for a five-credit class. That’s a thousand dollars 
down the drain where the toilet used to be.
Umile said he started the project on the university’s sched-
ule, not his own.
Rick Hilmes, the project manager for the state, said that 
“scheduling factors” delayed contract negotiations that, in 
turn, pushed back construction. He said that bidding require-
ments — such as a mandatory three-consecutive-week ad — 
also slowed the process.
After the construction in LA, the Office of Civil Rights will 
also mandate construction on the bathrooms in the Music 
Building. Hilmes said he is working on the “scheduling fac-
tors” right now and hopes to do most of the construction over 
winter break, but expects the Music Building construction to 
leak over to spring semester.
Hopefully Umile is right and the LA job is done by mid-
October, and hopefully drums can outbeat the hammers and 
drills in the spring. For now, I’ll just sit in the back of Latin, 
confused, with an urge to pee.
I am not a bleeding heart 
liberal. I don’t have a picture 
of President Obama as my cell 
phone screen background. I’ve 
never worn a “Pro-choice girls 
are hot” T-shirt. Hell, as a fresh-
man I even attended the College 
Republicans’ first meeting, albeit 
for the free pizza and the smug 
gratification I felt when, upon 
being asked why I was a Repub-
lican, I plainly told bewildered 
members I wasn’t. 
Disturbing the peace
Looking for news views
COLUMN
by Jed Nussbaum
Perhaps it’s all about perspec-
tive, though. I spent my summer 
back home, once again assuming 
the role of the young, misguid-
ed, socialist punk amid a peer 
group largely made up of older 
conservative men. I am walking, 
as one concerned family friend 
put it, a dangerous edge flirting 
with liberalism. So before you 
write me off as another jaded, 
neo-con wannabe talk show host 
bitching about the infestation of 
pinkos in the education system, 
hear me out.
In my time as a student of 
The University of Montana, it 
has become ever apparent that 
our classes could severely ben-
efit from a conservative perspec-
tive. This call for a conservative 
voice in some classrooms is not 
so much driven by personal ide-
ology as it is by the belief that 
What is MontPIRG anyway?
You have probably seen 
MontPIRG out on campus, 
registering you to vote, work-
ing to protect Glacier National 
Park, or collecting surveys to 
save you money on textbooks. 
Or you may have listened to 
us giving a five-minute speech 
in your 8 a.m. class. Yeah, that 
was early for me too.  So, if you 
were a little drowsy while we 
were talking to you, here is a 
rundown of what we do, and 
how we do it. 
The Montana Public Interest 
Research Group (MontPIRG) is 
a student-run, student-funded, 
non-partisan grassroots advo-
cacy organization.   MontPIRG 
has been on campus at UM 
since 1982, and seeks to use re-
search, grassroots organizing, 
and lobbying of elected offi-
cials to make real change in the 
public interest. MontPIRG has 
done things like ban cyanide 
leech mining from the state of 
Montana to ensure safe drink-
ing water for our citizens, and 
just last year we helped to cre-
ate 36 billion more dollars in 
Pell Grants nationally for stu-
dent to go to college.  The way 
that MontPIRG is able to be so 
effective is that each semester 
students pay a $5 refundable 
LETTERS  to   the  EDITOR
fee that students use to hire 
professional staff.  We hire ad-
vocates, organizers, research-
ers and lawyers to represent 
students in Helena and Wash-
ington D.C.,  as well as working 
on campus to teach students 
how to build the grassroots 
pressure it takes to win.
MontPIRG chooses issues 
to work on that are in the pub-
lic interest.   For example, in 
order to benefit our economy 
and pull our country out of a 
recession we must have a well- 
educated work force, therefore 
we work to make college more 
affordable.  Right now there is 
proposed oil and gas drilling 
outside of Glacier National Park 
that studies have shown can 
contaminate that water sup-
ply coming from the Flathead 
River, so in order to protect the 
drinking water of Montanans, 
we are working to stop this 
drilling from happening.   We 
are also working to ensure that 
young people (ages 18 to 29) 
are voting so that everyone has 
a healthy and successful de-
mocracy in Montana.   We are 
firmly a non-partisan organi-
zation which means we do not 
support political candidates 
or push a partisan agenda; we 
quite simply organize and ad-
vocate around issues which 
benefit the public in Montana. 
The $5 that you pay each 
semester makes you a mem-
ber of MontPIRG. This means 
that, when I say we, I’m talk-
ing about you, too. The board 
of directors (made entirely of 
students) takes your $5 very 
seriously and works to ensure 
that your money is spent in the 
most effective way to create 
change on behalf of students. 
If you don’t want to pay this $5 
fee, it’s not a problem!  It is com-
pletely,  wholly, unconditional-
ly, utterly, hook line and sinker, 
to the end, and on all counts, 
100 percent refundable. If you 
want to receive a refund there 
are plenty of ways to do so; you 
can call our office at 406-243-
2908, or you can stop by our 
office in person in Corbin Hall 
Room 348 or you can go online 
and request one at  www.mont-
pirgstudents.org/refunds.
Neil Bennett, sophomore, 
mathematics and philosophy
Board Chair MontPIRG
Jeff Edmunds, junior, po-
litical science and history
Vice Chair MontPIRG
See NUSSBAUM, page 3
joe.pavlish@umontana.edu
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campaigns in eastern Mon-
tanaas a 19-year-old college 
student with a mullet and 
Birkenstocks. “The cowboys 
out there thought I was fuck-
ing nuts,” he said.
On Thursday, one of Mes-
sina’s biggest projects, federal 
health care reform, takes ef-
fect. Messina said getting the 
health care bill passed was the 
hardest thing he’d ever done. 
“Whether you believe it’s a 
good thing or a bad thing, it’s 
monumental.” 
Political science major John 
Blake asked Messina about 
the failure to repeal “Don’t 
Ask Don’t Tell,” the military 
policy that prevents gays 
from being open about their 
sexuality while serving in the 
military. The U.S. Senate vot-
ed Tuesday against repealing 
DADT “for largely partisan 
reasons,” Messina said, but 
he’s confident DADT will be 
struck down. 
“We’re going to get that 
done this year,” he said.
Messina first met the mayor 
when Engen was a city council 
member in the late 1990s and 
later ran Engen’s first may-
oral campaign. Nowadays, 
they meet for a beer whenever 
Messina visits Missoula, and 
Engen convinced Messina to 
visit the leadership class dur-
WHITE HOUSE
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bode well for the future of gay 
rights. 
Sarah Olafson, 20, who said 
they began planning the protest 
Sunday, stood in the University 
Center clutching a sign that read 
“30 percent of completed youth 
suicides are LGBT.”
“These are real people,” Olaf-
son said to her peers before the 
protest. “This is happening, and 
we’re hoping to send a message 
that we’re not just a number. 
We’re people.”
The students lined up outside 
of the UC clutching signs and 
discussing last minute logistics. 
“L-G-B-T, equal rights for you 
and me,” the group chanted as 
they marched to the center of the 
oval. 
PROTEST
From page 1
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin 
Jim Messina, deputy chief of staff at the White House, speaks to a class in 
Mayor Engen’s leadership seminar class Wednesday afternoon.
personal ideologies should be 
challenged. 
This campus and town makes 
being a liberal-minded youth far 
too easy. For myself, being chal-
lenged on what I believe is a fun-
damental key to learning. I like 
to know what my “opposition” 
thinks, so as to better form my 
own arguments for what I be-
lieve. I learn the most through 
debate. If you consistently sur-
round yourself with peers who 
only back up what you believe, 
then it will sure feel good to have 
such a popular opinion, but of-
ten the result is a misconception 
about the world around you. 
NUSSBAUM
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ing his most recent trip. “En-
gen called and said, ‘I need a 
favor, and you owe me,’” Mes-
sina said.
Messina attended 17 meet-
ings in Washington Tuesday 
before leaving at 4:15 a.m. to 
fly to Missoula Wednesday. 
He said, as busy as he is, he re-
members his priorities. “And 
you guys see the same thing, 
balancing school, work, classes 
and social life,” he said. “It’s 
about focusing on what your 
job really is.”
Other speakers in Engen’s 
seminar have included UM 
Vice President Jim Foley and 
Missoula’s former urban plan-
ning director Roger Millar. 
kate.whittle@umontana.edu
We see the danger of this life 
practice everywhere. People, re-
gardless of their personal socio-
political disposition, read what 
they want to read and hear what 
they want to hear. For instance, 
in arguing about the plausibility 
of 9/11 conspiracy theories with 
their proponents, the question 
often boils down to the source of 
information. Apparently, major 
news broadcasters are all gov-
ernment propaganda, and real 
truth is only revealed in Crime-
thInc publications. Often, the 
only thing that validates a news 
source for its reader is the audi-
ence’s own ideology. The real-
ity is, truth often lies in the gray 
area between opposing sources.
Open-mindedness is a term 
often thrown around in liberal 
college crowds. Folks, liberal-
ism is not synonymous with 
an open mind. As a man with 
convictions, I appreciate others 
that have them, but if you think 
that everyone who watches Fox 
News is a moron, you missed 
the boat. Complete lack of re-
spect for the other side’s opinion 
usually just makes you look like 
an asshole, and one Bill O’Reilly 
is more than enough, regardless 
of political persuasion. 
Enough ranting. I’m going to 
watch YouTube videos of Glenn 
Beck and drown my sorrows in 
cheap beer. 
jedidiah.nussbaum@umontana.edu
After a brief speech, the pro-
testers fell to the ground to repre-
sent those who havefallen as the 
result of hatred. 
Curious onlookers stopped 
to look at the pile of students, in-
cluding Thecla Backhouse-Pren-
tiss, a friend of Blake’s, said she 
came to offer moral support. 
“I think what they’re doing is 
amazing,” she said. 
After 15 minutes of silence, 
Blake stood up and shouted, 
“I am somebody.” His cry was 
echoed as others began to stand.
As the group stood back up 
they began to chant, “Obama, 
Obama, let mama marry mama,” 
resulting in a few shouts of sup-
port across the oval as the group 
returned to the UC. 
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu
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With 2,796 languages to choose from, Uni-
versity of Montana students will paint “hellos” 
on the campus sidewalks this Friday, commem-
orating an 86-year-old Homecoming tradition. 
At 1 p.m. the University of Montana 
Alumni Association (UMAA) will meet 
with students and other faculty members 
in front of Turner Hall to grab paintbrush-
es and leave colorful “hello” messages on 
campus that will last all year. 
Jodi Moreau, the UMAA outreach co-
ordinator, said she remembers the Hello 
Walk from decades ago. 
“I went to school here in the ‘80s, and 
I remember the sidewalks being painted. 
It’s been a great tradition for many years,” 
Moreau said. 
The Homecoming walk started in 
1924, with varying success over the years. 
The new and the nostalgic
HOMECOMING 2010
Mary Moe gave an update on 
the Choices That Count Path-
way Certificate Program.
“It’s very premature, but I want 
you to see its potential,” she said 
of the program that would sim-
plify credit transferring between 
schools in the Montana University 
System, and perhaps spark higher 
retention rates. “I think it’s a really 
neat product, but there’s still a lot 
of work to do.”
When it was time to review the 
campus reports, which highlight 
endeavors and successes of the 
campuses within the Montana 
University System, UM President 
George Dennison wished to call 
attention to a proposed 3,600- 
square-foot biomass plant. He 
said it is a step UM is taking to 
help combat global warming.
“We will reduce our carbon 
footprint by 23 percent,” Den-
nison said.
While most of the cost to 
construct the biomass plant 
will be financed through 
bonds, he said, UM still needs 
to come up with $5.2 million.
Engstrom also spoke, request-
ing authorization to establish 
a central and Southwest Asian 
studies center at UM. The center 
would create at least three new 
tenure-track positions.
“We have seen an extraordi-
nary level of student interest in 
this area,” he said, noting that 
969 UM students have enrolled 
in courses that would be asso-
ciated with this center.
Last fall, UM students held a 
demonstration on the oval in fa-
vor of establishing the program.
“Any time the students dem-
onstrate on the Oval for an 
academic program, I’m all for 
that,” Engstrom said.
In order to fund the program, 
Engstrom suggested reallocating 
funds and securing several grants. 
Yet according to Regent Ste-
phen Barrett, reallocating funds 
would cause other academic 
programs to become weaker.
“The part of making them 
all thinner bothers me,” he 
said, though he was in support 
of the program, as the study of 
critical languages and culture 
is a priority for the U.S.
ASUM President Ashleen 
Williams, who is deeply in-
volved with the project, lent a 
voice of student support. 
“I truly found my family with-
in Southwest Asian studies,” she 
said. “I have a deep, deep interest 
in this program and its growth.”
The regents will discuss 
more budget matters, as well as 
vote on confirming Engstrom, 
at Thursday’s meeting.
erin.cole@umontana.edu
REGENTS
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For the past two homecomings the side-
walks remained blank due to snowy Oc-
tober weather. This year, Moreau hopes 
there will be sunny weather so students 
can come together to paint the campus. 
The Hello Walk is one of many Home-
coming festivities put on by the UMAA. 
The Homecoming kickoff celebration 
started Sunday at Southgate Mall. The 
UM drumline marched from JCPenny 
to the mall’s clock tower to join the spirit 
squad and Monte as they pepped up the 
community with Griz cheers and free 
raffles. 
All week, dorm dwellers decorated 
their doors in hopes of winning the top 
prize of $75. The UMAA provided partici-
pants with Griz decorations, but encour-
aged contestants to add their own flair. 
Chooi Ying Sim decorated her Turner 
Hall door with hand-painted re-creations 
of the Main Hall and a cartoon griz-
zly. Sim incorporated the Homecoming 
theme “We Are the World,” by writing 
the names of other countries on little piec-
es of paper that represent the windows in 
Main Hall. 
For Sim, an international student from 
Malaysia, the “We Are the World” theme 
was especially meaningful. 
“I feel like the theme links international 
students on campus with the rest of the uni-
versity,” Sim said. 
The week’s worth of celebration will con-
tinue Friday night at the pep rally on campus. 
On the Oval, Griz football coach Robin Pflu-
grad and his players will make an appear-
ance alongside the spirit squad, the marching 
band and Monte. UM Advocates will walk 
up the M trail with flashlights turned off and 
flick them on in unison once they surround 
the M. Students from the forestry department 
will light a bonfire pit set up on the Oval.  
On Saturday the game day parade be-
gins at 10 a.m. and meanders down Hig-
gins and through the university streets. 
Don’t expect candy to be tossed from the 
floats though. According to Konane Feli-
ciano, an alumni relations employee, too 
many children have been hurt when people 
throw candy from  floats. 
“There were just too many casualties. 
This year candy can be passed from hand 
to hand by people walking alongside the 
floats,” Feliciano said. 
Head to the Washington-Grizzly Sta-
dium after the parade for tailgating and 
the football game – kick off is at 1 p.m. 
If you don’t have a ticket to the game, 
Jay Kettering, the on-campus events coor-
dinator of UMAA, invites  you to the East 
Auxiliary gym in the Adams Center for 
the Homecoming TV tailgate. There will 
be a big screen TV, snacks and camarade-
rie between UM alums and current stu-
dents.  
hannah.stiff@umontana.edu
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Following Montana’s thrill-
ing win over Appalachian State 
in last year’s Football Champi-
onship Series semifinals, I had 
a memorable encounter with 
a prominent university offi-
cial. As players and fans made 
snow angels down on the field, 
I headed for the top floor of 
the Adams Center for the post-
game press conference. As I 
lumbered up the stairs, rub-
bing my cold hands together, I 
saw a man racing up the stairs 
behind me. I had about a full 
flight on him, but he caught 
up, which amazed me because 
this guy appeared more suited 
for a recliner than taking stairs 
Farewell to Dennison:
A sports take
by Tyson Alger, Sports Editor
He’s back: Hilliard returns after injury
Bryan Hilliard photo provided by Sacramento State
two at a time. As he caught me, 
he proceeded to say—with-
out breaking stride—“What 
a game! That was fantastic!” 
as he put his open palm up 
in the air. I confusedly raised 
my hand. He slapped it. Then 
two steps later he had gone 
through the door to the con-
ference room, giggly, running 
over and talking to everyone he 
saw, moving more fluidly than 
the old guy from the Six Flags 
commercials. It was at that mo-
ment, when I saw everyone ad-
dress the man, that I realized 
that I had just high-fived the 
president of the university. 
As George Dennison pre-
pares to depart his position, 
Griz athletics will have to 
learn to cope with losing 
one of its biggest fans. While 
many will dissect Dennison’s 
history of budgetary and 
academic policies from now 
until Royce Engstrom takes 
office on Oct. 15, Dennison’s 
success with the athletic de-
partment is unquestioned. 
Since Dennison’s hiring in 
1990, Montana athletics have 
soared to never–before–seen 
heights. 
During his 20 years at the 
helm of the University—com-
petition–wise—Montana has 
never been better. Leading 
the charge is the success of 
the football program. During 
Dennison’s tenure, the foot-
ball team won two national 
championships, 15 Big Sky 
Conference titles and com-
piled a ridiculous 213-57 re-
cord. That success, although 
not quite as extraordinary, 
was translated to Montana’s 
other big programs: the bas-
ketball teams. In those 20 
years, the men’s team com-
piled a 356-246 record while 
the women’s team dominated 
to the tune of a 431-137 record. 
Now, obviously Denni-
son has had more important 
things to deal with over the 
years than the sports teams, 
but athletic director Jim 
O’Day said Dennison had a 
large presence in the depart-
ment. 
“Some presidents don’t 
have a handle in intercolle-
giate athletics,” O’Day said. 
“George isn’t one of those 
people. He understands the 
importance to the university 
and the exposure it creates 
for the city of Missoula and 
state of Montana.”
O’Day said he and Den-
nison meet every Monday 
morning so Dennison can be 
briefed on the department. 
“He’s one of the biggest fans 
you’ll ever find. He has his 
finger on the pulse on every-
thing that happens in athlet-
ics.” 
Now everything hasn’t 
been perfect in those 20 years. 
There have been numerous 
run–ins with the law among 
various sports programs, and 
he leaves the University as 
the athletic department finds 
itself in financial uncertainty. 
But, when it comes to hav-
ing a president who truly 
bleeds Grizzly maroon, the 
University will be hard-
pressed to ever replace the 
one who left my palm sting-
ing red last December.  
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
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He’s big, he’s fast and despite 
playing only four full games 
since the beginning of the 2009 
season, Sacramento State’s 
running back Bryan Hilliard 
could be the best player on the 
field when the Hornets face off 
against the No. 14 Grizzlies on 
Saturday.
As Hilliard makes his way 
into Washington-Grizzly Sta-
dium for the second time in 
his career, he has re-emerged 
as an integral part of a re-
vamped and reinvigorated 
Hornet offense.
“He can [run], and he can 
run you over,” said Griz head 
coach Robin Pflugrad. “He 
does both things well.”
It’s still early in the season, 
but Hilliard’s 271 yards on 63 
carries have brought him back 
near the top of the conference 
leader board. Currently, the 
versatile back is the fifth lead-
ing rusher in the Big Sky.
Although he makes it look 
easy with punishing runs and 
devastating cuts; in football, 
all it takes is just one hit to de-
rail a career.
Hilliard’s scare came in the 
second game of the 2009 sea-
son after he took a hit during 
the first half of a game against 
Colorado State. The running 
back didn’t play in the second 
half, wrapping up his ailing 
left shoulder and getting an 
MRI after the heartbreaking 
23-20 defeat.
Following the scan, the re-
sults were far from encour-
aging. Hilliard had torn the 
labrum in his left shoulder 
and would have to undergo 
season-ending surgery.  
However, more bad news 
into his junior year, the elec-
tric running back who earned 
a spot on the all-conference 
second team, was shelved for 
the rest of the 2009 season.
“I felt sad because I had 
to sit out,” Hilliard said. “I 
didn’t know what was going 
to happen.”
What did happen was Hill-
iard went under the knife and 
was forced to watch the Hor-
nets stumble to a 5-6 record.
The news may have been 
devastating, and the prognosis 
may not have been spectacular, 
but in Hilliard’s mind, he was 
going to reclaim his spot as the 
Hornets’ featured back wheth-
er anyone believed him or not.
“I knew I’d be back on the 
football field,” Hilliard said. 
“It was just a matter of when.”
Just as when he’s eluding 
defenders, Hilliard hit re-
hab at full speed and gained 
enough strength to take part 
in light practices by the end of 
the 2009 season.
“Everybody’s tested in this 
game at some point,” said 
Sacramento State head coach 
Marshall Sperbeck, “and I 
think he stepped up to that 
test in the way he rehabili-
tated and stayed with the pro-
gram and continued to work.” 
Although getting back on 
the field after two shoulder 
surgeries is difficult for even 
the most ardent rehab partici-
pants, Hilliard has never had 
it easy.
After graduating from 
nearby Laguna Creek High 
School, Hilliard wasn’t heav-
tremendous contributions to 
Sacramento State’s program, 
there was no guarantee that 
when he made it back onto the 
field he would once again be 
starting in the backfield.
“I had to work for it,” Hill-
iard said. “[Coaches] say the 
best man is going to be on the 
field, so for me to be the best 
man, I had to show and prove 
that my shoulders were fine 
and I could carry the load.”
In the Hornets’ win last 
week over former No. 21 
ranked Weber State, Hilliard 
certainly showed that his 
shoulders are at full-strength. 
Sacramento State pounded 
the ball all afternoon, rushing 
for 244 yards on 51 carries. To 
no one’s surprise, Hilliard led 
the way, carrying the ball 32 
times for 136 yards. 
“We lost Curtis Shaw – our 
running back from the previ-
ous week, so Bryan [Hilliard] 
had to take on a little bit more 
of a load this past game, and I 
thought he did a nice job with 
playing it all the way through 
and getting stronger as the 
game went on,” Sperbeck said. 
After a year in which Hill-
iard learned how to truly ap-
preciate the game he loves, 
the slick California native is 
back and giving defensive co-
ordinators fits once again.
When a player has surgery, 
it’s a true test of character. 
Major injuries test a player’s 
courage, patience and dedica-
tion. 
“I think any kid that has his 
football taken away from him 
that has such a passion – has 
a strong passion like Bryan 
[Hilliard] does, it hurts you,” 
Sperbeck said. “It’s frustrat-
ing, and you go through those 
ups and downs a little bit, but 
… I thought he was very resil-
ient in his ability to stick with 
it and work through it. I’m 
sure last year was a hard year 
for him, but he did a good job 
in getting himself ready to 
play this season.”
Many players never make it 
back onto the field, some play 
again but aren’t the same, and 
even fewer play as if they nev-
er left.
In Hilliard’s case, he knows 
that all it takes is one hit, and 
he plays every game as if it 
were his last.
“I don’t worry about [rein-
juring my shoulder],” Hilliard 
said. “If you play scared, you 
get hurt. That’s how I’ve al-
ways been.”
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
ily recruited and 
made the Hornets’ 
roster as a true 
freshman.
The start of 
Hilliard’s career 
was rocky. Three 
games into his 
college career, he 
had one carry for 
three yards.
However, in the 
final eight games, 
the local proved 
his mettle by rack-
ing up 823 yards 
on 153 carries and 
was named to the 
honorable men-
tion all-confer-
ence squad. 
The following 
year, Hilliard ran 
for 1,082 yards 
and established 
himself as the 
Hornets’ top of-
fensive weapon. 
Even with his 
was yet to come.
Without any 
sign of pain or 
discomfort, Hill-
iard’s rotator cuff 
in his right shoul-
der was also badly 
damaged and re-
quired surgery.
 “I went to get [a 
MRI] on my right 
shoulder to see if 
that was fine as 
well, and I found 
out that it also 
needed surgery. I 
had no idea,” Hill-
iard said. 
Despite the sur-
prise diagnosis, 
Hilliard rational-
ized that the rota-
tor cuff injury had 
to be something 
from his high 
school days that 
“just didn’t heal 
right.”
Six quarters 
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daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
story by Daniel Mediate
•
•
••
#9 Eastern Washington (2–1) at #18 
Montana State (2–1)
The Eagle-Bobcat matchup is by far the 
most intriguing in the Big Sky this weekend. 
The teams will fight to claim the top of the 
conference in the wake of the Grizzlies’ two-
strike loss column.
Eastern Washington features a stellar of-
fense, Montana State a formidable defense, 
and a brawl is fated for Saturday’s matchup in 
Bozeman.
The Eagles are coming off arguably their 
biggest win in school history with their 36-27 
defeat of the Montana Grizzlies on their new 
headache-inducing red turf.
Eastern is led by the unstoppable running 
back Taiwan Jones, who racked up a career-
best 221 yards and one touchdown, along 
with Big Sky Conference offensive player of 
the week honors last week–which probably 
came as no surprise to the Griz defense.
The Bobcats, however, are allowing only 
18 points per game and recorded five sacks in 
their blowout win last weekend against Drake. 
The Cats’ offense is beginning to show prom-
ise as well, with freshman quarterback De-
narius McGhee displaying an improved level of 
maturity last weekend.
If there is ever a time for Griz fans to root 
for the blue and gold, it’s this weekend, as 
Eastern holds the advantage in conference.
Prediction: Cats slow down Jones, Ea-
gles 30–27
 
Northern Colorado (2–1) at Michigan 
State (3–0)
The Bears are doomed.
The Big Ten power Spartans of Michi-
gan State are the most talked-about team in 
America this week, following their gripping 
overtime win over Notre Dame Saturday, and 
their head coach Mark Dantonio suffering a 
mild heart attack hours later.
Good news for the Spartans: Dantonio 
was released from the hospital Tuesday and 
hopes to be on the sidelines in East Lansing 
this weekend.
Bad news for Northern Colorado: The 
Spartans will look to make a statement and 
prove their legitimacy as a conference title 
contender.
Things aren’t all bad for the Bears, though, 
who have shown signs of offensive prowess 
thus far in the season. Junior quarterback 
Dylan Orms threw two touchdown passes 
and ran for two more to lead Northern Colo-
rado to a victory over Idaho State on Saturday.
The Bears should score some points, as 
they are averaging 45 points a game so far.The 
Spartans are probably too cocky for their own 
good following the brash yet wildly successful 
field goal fake that gave them the victory over 
the Irish. But FCS Bears are still no match for 
them.
Prediction: Spartans thwart the Bears 
56–17
Northern Arizona (1–1) at Idaho State 
(1–2)
 
Quarterback Michael Herrick leads the 
two-headed monster in the backfield for NAU 
with him under center and freshman phe-
nom Zach Bauman at running back. Though 
only briefly tested, Bauman has recorded five 
touchdowns in two games for Northern Ari-
zona this season.
NAU is coming off a 41-20 pounding from 
in-state big brother, Arizona State, and is look-
ing to rebound and showcase its talent on a 
level playing field in Idaho.
Following back-to-back road losses, Idaho 
State is excited at the prospect of playing on 
their own turf for homecoming.
Despite question marks on both sides of 
the ball, junior running back Tavoy Moore has 
kept the Bengals relevant and dangerous with 
his stellar special-teams performance against 
Northern Colorado last weekend.
Moore returned the opening kick off 91 
yards for a touchdown, added an 81-yard punt 
return for a score and finished with 237 return 
yards.
The Bengals, however, are still over-
matched by the Bears, who are hoping to chal-
lenge for an elusive playoff spot in November.
Prediction: Lumberjacks ruin Bengals 
homecoming 55–21
UC Davis (1–2) at Weber State (1–2)
 
A blowout loss, an impressive win, and a 
huge conference upset have left the Weber 
State Wildcats searching for consistency.
Wildcat quarterback Cameron Higgins was 
shaky to say the least in Weber’s 24-17 loss 
to Sacramento State last weekend. Higgins 
completed a mere 50 percent of his passes, 
going 21 of 42 for 253 yards with two touch-
downs and an interception. He did, however, 
display leadership qualities as he engineered a 
fourth quarter game-tying drive, capped by a 
touchdown strike to equalize the game at 17. 
Weber’s defense, however, was unable to stop 
the Hornets from taking the lead late in the 
fourth.
Despite opening the season with two em-
barrassing losses, UC Davis looks ready for 
their matchup in Ogden, Utah, as a prelude 
for the soon-to-be conference rivals.
The Aggies appeared to get on the right 
track with a 38-24 win over San Diego last 
weekend with speedy running back Josh Re-
ese running for two touchdowns and versatile 
Randy Wright throwing for two more to lead 
UC Davis.
Weber State may not be as good as recent 
years, but will surely be enough to dominate 
the less-than-stellar Aggies
Prediction: Weber rolls at home 35–12
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Few people are on the Oval 
at 7 a.m. Those who work ear-
ly on campus, work out in the 
morning and like getting cof-
fee before an early class saw a 
small gathering of people by 
the Griz statue yesterday who 
aren’t usually there.
They were standing in a 
circle, praying.
“Everything that we do is 
for Your glory, not for us,” 
Myra Nurre, a junior studying 
acting and theater, said.
The group, which by the 
end had grown to include 17 
University of Montana stu-
dents, met for “See You at 
the Pole,” an annual event in 
which students nationwide 
gather at their schools’ flag 
poles before school to pray 
together. Since UM’s flag 
pole isn’t an obvious meeting 
place, the group decided to 
meet at the Griz statue.
Nurre described the gath-
ering as “a bunch of people 
getting together who love Je-
sus.”
Nurre lives in the Alpha 
Omega house, a co-ed frater-
nity centered on creating a 
community focused on Jesus 
Christ. After hearing about 
the event in church on Sun-
day, Nurre said she invited 
the whole house to attend. Of 
the 17 students who attended, 
10 of them were from the Al-
pha Omega house.
“There is so much power 
in prayer and so much power 
in our generation, and I think 
we just don’t know that yet,” 
she said.
By the end of the event, 
Joshua Sanders, a pastor 
at South Hills Evangelical 
Church and a business stu-
dent, had started to play mod-
ern worship songs on his gui-
tar.
“One perception of the 
event is that it stops at high 
school, and I was really ex-
cited to learn that there are 
people here on campus that 
want to do this,” he said.
Sanders said the purpose 
of “See You at the Pole” is 
to bring people from dif-
ferent Christian fellowship 
groups together so they can 
meet more people who share 
their beliefs, and maybe even 
see some people whom they 
know from class who attend 
a different group on campus.
Most of the students stayed 
to talk with each other once 
the prayer meeting finished. 
Freshman Garrett Koepke 
said he was excited to meet 
more people who share his 
beliefs. He said every year in 
high school he attended “See 
You at the Pole.”
“It’s one time where the en-
tire nation unifies to pray for 
the school and the nation,” 
Koepke said. “It shouldn’t just 
be one day, but it is.”
Sanders and Nurre agreed 
that while it was held in a 
public place, attracting atten-
tion wasn’t the purpose for 
the event.
“This is something, by na-
ture, where we’re not out here 
to convince people of any-
thing,” Sanders said. “We’re 
here to pray.”
 “It is partially to make a 
public statement,” Nurre said, 
“but I don’t think that should 
be the intention. It would ac-
complish the same thing if 
we were locked up in a room 
somewhere, because we’d be 
praying.”
After an hour of praying 
and singing, the circle of stu-
dents listened in silence as 
Sanders prayed a final bless-
ing for the few who had gath-
ered that morning.
“Know that you are the 
lights on this campus,” he 
said. “You are a community 
and you get to show people 
God’s love.” 
“There are a lot of people 
on campus who are Chris-
tians who don’t feel com-
fortable praying in public,” 
he said. “It’s not common to 
stand up and represent your 
faith in public. It’s nice to 
come outside.”
alyssa.small@umontana.edu
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(From left) Christy Moore, Myra Nurre and Garrett Koepke pray with a 
group on the Oval early Wednesday morning.
UM students gather to pray ‘at the pole’
Alyssa Small
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                    Lost & Found 
Lost: Brown, bifold, leather wallet 9/21/10 
near Lommasson Center.  Reward! 
728-5260 or 529-4096
Found 100 lbs. of clothes at Sparkle  
Laundry; 812 S. Higgins. Come Look!
                     Computers 
Reliable PC/laptop repair.  Voted best of 
Missoula 2010.  Student discounts!  136 E 
Broadway Computer Central 542-6540
                      For Rent  
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula 
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins  
251-6611
2200 Garland, Missoula. Two bedroom, 
1 bath condo, carport, new carpet, vinyl/
paint, w/d hookups, no smoke/pets, 1 year 
lease, $750/mo. + $750/dep. 544-5153
                    Help Wanted 
Lolo Creek Steak House is accepting  
applicants for bar and kitchen staff.  
Apply between 3:00 and 4:30 PM.  
Tuesday through Sunday 6600 Hywy 12W. 
Come join our team! 
                        For Sale  
The style you want at prices you’ll love! 
DejaNu Consignment Boutique, fashions 
and accessories for women. Located in 
Stephens Center, behind Walgreens on 
Brooks. Phone 728-DEJA or at  
dejanustyle@vpweb.com. ReThink ~ 
ReUse ~ ReNew your style at DejaNu! 
                       Personals 
Weight Management Seminar!  Beginning 
Sept 23rd, 5:30-7pm $25 for 8 weeks  
including nutritional snacks!  This 
program is tailored to help you develop 
healthy habits for lifelong weight  
management.  We’ll discuss nutrition, how 
to exercise effectively, emotional eating, 
goal setting, and maintaining motivation.  
Open to faculty, staff, and students.  To 
register, call 243-2833. 
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL 
2011 “It would create a safe, health  
environment for everyone.” - UM Student
                  Miscellaneous 
Budweiser Tap Tour Thursday at the 
Sunrise Saloon, starting at 5:00!  Beer 
Pong and Budweiser Specials.  Live music 
with Cabin Fever to Follow.  Fri. Live 
music with Cash 4 Junkers,  No Cover.  
21+.  Griz Specials Sat. & NFL Specials 
Sunday!  1100 Block of Strand 728-1559
Rick Bass explored environmental 
activism and the natural elements in his 
fiction and nonfiction works, but most re-
cently he’s explored music and the role it 
played in the middle of last century. 
Bass will have a book signing at the 
UC Bookstore on Friday at noon and a 
reading at Fact & Fiction on Higgins Av-
enue at 7 p.m.
Author of 25 books, Bass delves 
into a different genre with his latest 
work “Nashville Chrome.” Set in post-
Depression Arkansas, this novel illus-
trates the Brown family and three of its 
siblings as they are swept into musical 
fame. Bass tells of the young musicians’ 
rise and fall alongside performers such 
as Elvis Presley, in the context of the ris-
ing popularity of country music. 
After leaving his home state of Texas, 
Bass nurtured his innate passion for the 
West when he studied geology in Utah. 
Later, Bass developed a literary intellec-
tualism when he worked for a southern 
petroleum company but was pushed 
back West by the daily grind on the 
populated East Coast. 
An introspective man, Bass lives in 
the remote Yaak Valley and chooses his 
words carefully to have the largest im-
pact. His work, which has its own shelf 
in the Maureen and Mike Mansfield 
Library, commonly details the natural 
fixtures of Montana–grizzlies, rivers, 
wolves and wilderness – as well as the 
threats they face.
Megan Melvin, University of Mon-
tana graduate student finishing her the-
sis in English literature, says Rick Bass 
is the focus of her dissertation.
“I was surprised when I heard ‘Nash-
ville Chrome’ was his latest project,” 
Melvin said. “It’s baffling how he can 
separate himself from all his other work 
about the environment and as an activ-
ist and write this kind of novel.”
Melvin said the strug-
gle between being both 
an activist and an artist is 
difficult, but Bass negoti-
ates the dual role expertly.
She first read Bass’ 
work in an environ-
mental literature class 
as an undergrad in 
Florida. 
Melvin said Bass’ 
strength is that he’s a 
place-based writer. 
“He always writes with the knowledge 
that people never just inhabit a landscape or 
environment,” Melvin said. “We enter into a 
relationship with it, whether we realize it or 
not, and that landscape affects our moods, 
our motivations, our physical and emotional 
wellness.”
Melvin said Bass regards his sur-
rounding environment as another entity, 
as a speaking, feeling being, rather than 
merely a background of inanimate ob-
jects.  Melvin said “Winter: Notes from 
Montana,” Bass’ book written in the style 
of Henry David Thoreau’s “Walden,” is 
her favorite.
“You always have an attachment to 
the first work of an author,” she said. 
“But ‘Winter’ is different.”
She said his other works are dense 
and complicated but layered and rich. 
“‘Winter’ is clean, honest, spare and 
beautiful,” she said.
In her copy of “Winter,” Bass wrote, 
“For Megan – thanks again for your 
kind attention – welcome to Montana.”
Melvin said she appreciates the way 
Bass writes about the environment be-
cause it almost humanizes it and its 
degradation. 
“This is a big shift in the way we 
normally think about our surround-
ings and could, I think, really inspire a 
change in the ways we approach envi-
ronmental protection,” Melvin said.
hannah.ryan@umontana.edu
Rick Bass and the nature of music
Hannah Ryan
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